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Homeowners can’t prepay Dec. 2018 tax bills 


Some states allow early payments 
as itemizing taxpayers attempt 
end run around federal change 


Jason Stein and Mary Spicuzza Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Unlike in some other states, homeowners in Wis- 
consin can’t prepay their December 2018 property tax 
bill to try to work around the new federal income tax 
law, city treasurers say. 

City of Madison Treasurer Dave Gawenda said he’s 
been receiving five to 10 phone calls and emails an 
hour from homeowners anxious to know whether 


they can jump a year ahead and pay right now and try 
to claim a deduction for the property tax bills that 
won't show up until December 2018. 

Homeowners in other states such as New York, New 
Jersey and Massachusetts have been doing just that as 
a way to potentially get around new limits on federal 
income tax deductions that were signed into law by 
President Donald Trump. 

It’s not at all clear whether taxpayers in those other 
states will succeed, but in Wisconsin it is already clear 
that state law prohibits homeowners from prepaying 
their property taxes that early. 

‘Tve been getting tons of phone calls and emails 
about it but it’s not possible in Wisconsin,” Gawenda 
said. 


The new federal law increases the standard income 
tax deduction but limits to $10,000 the amount of state 
and local taxes that filers can deduct from their federal 
tax bill. 

That could limit the amount of deductions for some 
homeowners, especially those with upper-end homes 
in higher-tax areas. 

In Madison alone, Gawenda said, there are thou- 
sands of homeowners who pay more than $10,000 in 
annual property taxes — and that doesn’t even count 
their state income taxes. 

In a news conference Wednesday, Milwaukee May- 
or Tom Barrett pointed to other states that made 


See PREPAY, Page 6A 


“There are only two of these in the entire United States. 
People who haven’t walked in here before, it’s amazing to look and see that awe in their face.” 


Paul Golomski Pettit National Ice Center facility director 


Skaters practice long strides at The Pettit National Ice Center, which will host the 2018 U.S. Olympic Long Track Speedskating Trials Jan. 2-7. The trials formally 
return to the oval at the Pettit Center for the first time since 1998. The Pettit National Ice Center is celebrating 25 years. RICK WOOD / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


‘DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH’ 


Pettit center marks 25 years, 


prepares for Olympic trials 


Bill Glauber Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN 


Paul Golomski is the “icemeister” of the Pet- 


tit National Ice Center. 


The building is 25 years old, and Golomski 


has been here nearly every step of the way. 


Asa youth hockey player, he always got chills 
climbing the stairs from the locker rooms to the 
arena, amazed by the bright lights and slick ice. 

By 18, he was driving a Zamboni. Now 36, he’s 
the longtime facility director, responsible for 
97,000 square feet of ice spread across two 
hockey rinks and a 400-meter speedskating 


oval. 


See PETTIT, Page 10A 
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Rockwell STARTS IN MILWAU 


Autornation 


The Pettit National Ice Center will host the 2018 U.S. Olympic Long Track Speedskating Trials 


Jan. 2-7. RICK WOOD / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


FEMA sells disaster trailers cheaply 


Agency seldom reuses housing 
units, even if there’s minimal wear 


Emily Schmall and Michael Sisak 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


FORT WORTH, Texas - The federal government 
typically spends up to $150,000 apiece — not count- 
ing utilities, maintenance or labor — on the trailers it 
leases to disaster victims, then auctions them at cut- 
rate prices after 18 months of use or the first sign of 
minor damage, The Associated Press has learned. 

Officials have continued the practice even amid a 
temporary housing shortage in Texas, where almost 
8,000 applicants are still awaiting federal support 
nearly four months after Hurricane Harvey landed in 
the Gulf Coast. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
briefly halted trailer sales after Harvey but resumed 
them in November, online records show. Since then, 


at least 115 units manufactured this year have been 
sold for pennies on the dollar, and many of the online 
auctions have listed such things as dirty mattresses, 
missing furniture, pet odors or loose trim as the lone 
damage. 

“I don’t care what shape it’s in, it beats sleeping on 
a dirt floor,” said Christy Combs, who moved with her 
husband, four children and five dogs into a tent after 
their rented apartment in Aransas Pass, Texas, was 
left uninhabitable by floodwater. 

FEMA has no written policy or regulation requiring 
disposal of used trailers, but an official confirmed to 
the Associated Press that it’s a longstanding policy 
and that the housing units are seldom given to anoth- 
er family in need after the initial 18-month stint. 

“Because of the challenges associated with dam- 
aged units, and the costs of life-cycle maintenance, 
and because we are required to maintain a ready re- 
serve for disasters, FEMA, by practice, doesn’t return 


See TRAILERS, Page 10A 


MARQUETTE FALLS TO NO. 5 XAVIER 


Marquette guard Markus Howard drives to score 
Wednesday night against Xavier at the Bradley 
Center. The game was close throughout, but the 
fifth-ranked Musketeers prevailed, 91-87, despite 31 
points by MU’s Andrew Rowsey. See SPORTS, 1B. 
RICK WOOD / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


Business Greensheet 


O’Brien’s Pub growing own 
produce indoors. 12A 


Chuck Berry, Mary Tyler Moore some of 
the celebs we lost in first half of 2017. 1C 


Weather 


High 16° X Low 0° 
Snow. Forecast, 4C 
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